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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1, 5, 7-1 1, 13-15, 18, 21-22, 24-26, 28-29 and 31 are presented for examination. 

2. Applicant correctly pointed out that the prior art date shown on the front page of the 
publication of Kawashima [US 20050239454] was erroneous. The claim rejection based on 
Kawashima is hereby withdrawn. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, USC code not included in this action can be found 
in the prior Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. Claims 21-22, 24-26, 28-29 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
anticipated by Sheridan [U.S. Pat. No. 5760917]. 

5. Sheridan was cited in the previous office action. 

6. As to claims 21, 25 and 29, Sheridan teaches a server/method/terminal to distribute 
information, comprising: a communication unit [e.g.. Hub station 20, Fig. 6] configured to 
receive a request including access destination information from a first terminal [e.g., 40A, Fig. 6; 
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note that the first terminal is the user who owns the photos and arranges various sharing groups 
as listed in Fig. 2] and distributing information to a plurality of terminals; and a processor 
controlling the communication unit to access to a content server [e.g., Hub station 21, Fig. 6] and 
obtain the information by using the access destination information upon receiving of the request 
and to control the communication unit to distribute the information obtained from the content 
server to the plurality of terminals including a second terminal without receiving a request to 
receive the information from the second terminal [col. 13, lines 13-42; note that any of the users 
on Fig. 2 can be the second terminal]. 

7. As claims 22 and 26, Sheridan teaches that the method further comprising storing the 
information in a storing unit and deleting the stored information after completion of the 
information distribution [e.g., col. 3, lines 8-15; note that the "information" here is related to the 
access rights]. 

8. As to claims 24, 28 and 3 1 , Sheridan further teaches that the access information identifies 
the content server and indicates data location in the content server [e.g., col. 13, lines 28-41; it is 
further noted that a provider's content database is typically organized with keys that specific 
content can be retrieved by specifying the name of a content which a user provides in the 
request]. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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9. Claims 1,5,9-11, 14-15 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sheridan [U.S. Pat. No. 5760917]. 

10. Sheridan was cited in the previous office action. 

11. As to claim 1 , Sheridan teaches the invention as claimed including: an information 
distribution device [e.g.. Hub B, Fig. 6] which is connected with a plurality of terminal devices 
[e.g., 40A - 40C, Fig. 6] which belong to a group, and a content server storing distribution 
information via a network [e.g.. Hub A, Fig. 6; col. 13, lines 13-42] using an IP protocol, said 
information distribution device, comprising: 

a first storage portion storing terminal information including addresses each identifying a 
terminal device belonging to said group, on the network using IP protocol [Figs. 1-2, col.4, lines 
17-33, wherein a user may designated a group of (third party) terminal devices to whom the 
photographs would be shared; note that each email address is associated with an email provider's 
IP address]; 

a first receiving portion receiving, from one terminal device belonging to said group [e.g., 
202, Fig.l], a distribution request including a Uniform Resource Location as access information 
[e.g., col. 5, lines 23-27], which is required for accessing the distribution information stored in 
the content server and distribution destination information specifying addresses on the network 
of other terminal devices that the one terminal device which belong to said group and to which 
the distribution information is to be distributed [col.4, lines 48-67; col. 5, lines 7-18; col. 13, lines 
13-42]; 
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a second receiving portion accessing said distribution information stored in a content 
server [e.g., any of Hubs A or B, Fig. 6], based on said access information included in the 
distribution request received by said first receiving portion from the one terminal device, and for 
receiving the distribution information accessed [col.5, lines 31-42; note that the low-resolution 
images are derived from high resolution images originated in the scanner stations]; 

a second storage portion storing said distribution information accessed and received by 
said second receiving portion [e.g., the low-resolution images are transmitted from Hub A, Fig. 6 
to Hub B, Fig. 6 stored temporarily therein for subsequent distribution/download]; and 

a first transmitting portion transmitting said distribution information stored in said second 
storage portion to the other terminal devices [col.5, lines 31-64; e.g., the distribution server 
pushes low resolution photographs to the mailboxes belonging to the terminals of the group) via 
each service provider's IP address, allowing each terminal device to download the images 
therefrom]. 

Sheridan does not specifically teach having a third receiving portion receiving a bill of 
charges from the content server billing charges for the distribution information when the 
distribution information is chargeable; and a second transmitting portion transmitting said bill of 
charges received by said third receiving portion either to the one terminal device having 
transmitted the distribution request or to a telecommunications carrier to which the one terminal 
device subscribes. 

However, charging media content or related distribution services is well known in the art. 
In Sheridan's two Hubs scenario. Hub A is connected to the scanner where the original file is 
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submitted. Thus Hub A contains information may include the film's low resolution image sets 
and user identification (col.5, lines 32-42). On the other hand, the user who makes the request 
(i.e., the requesting terminal) and other terminals of the granted group may also be connected to 
a different Hub (e.g.. Hub B of Fig. 6). As such, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to keep the billing information at the content server (i.e.. Hub A), with charges 
sent to the Hub to which the requesting terminal (or the ISP of the requesting terminal) is 
connected because by doing so services payers do not have to be bounded to the Hub where the 
film is connected. 



12. As to claim 5, Sheridan further teaches transmitting notification, to the terminal device 
which transmitted said distribution request, of the fact that distribution has been completed, after 
the distribution of said distribution information by said first transmitting portion [col.6, lines 13- 
24]. 



13. As to claim 9, Sheridan further teaches that said first receiving portion receives said 
distribution request from said terminal device via another server device [note that Sheridan's 
system is inherently able to receive terminal device transmitted via an ISP server because 
Sheridan's system is tied to the Internet (205, Fig.l)]. 



14. As to claim 10, Sheridan further teaches that said distribution information is either a 
program including a game program, said program and a license for said program, map 
information, or product information [note that photograph is a product information]. 
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15. As to claims 11, 14-15 and 18, since the features of these claims can also be found in 
claims 1, 5 and 9-10, they are rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claims 1, 
5 and 9-10 above. 

16. Claims 7 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sheridan 
[U.S. Pat. No. 5760917], as applied to claims 1, 5, 9-1 1, 14-15 and 18, further in view of Official 
Notice. 

17. As to claim 7, Sheridan does not specifically teach that said distribution request further 
includes a distribution time for specifying a time for distributing said distribution information, 
and said first transmitting portion distributes said distribution information at said distribution 
time. 

However, Official Notice is taken that distributing information according to planned 
schedule is well known in the art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to allow users of Sheridan's system to specify timing constraint 
or delivery time as an option because such feature serves good customer service, in particular 
when distribution of certain photos is time-sensitive. 

18. As to claim 13, since the features of this claim can also be found in claims 1, 7 and 1 1, it 
is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claims 1, 7 and 1 1 above. 
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19. Claim 8 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

20. Applicant's arguments filed onlO/3 1/08 for the rejected claims have been fully 
considered but they are not deemed to be persuasive. 

21 . In the Remarks Applicant argues that (1) Sheridan's scanner stations (which was mapped 
to the content server in the previous office action) do not provide URL for accessing the content; 

(2) Sheridan fails to teach the feature of a second receiving portion for receiving the distribution 
stored in the content server, based on the access information included in the distribution request; 

(3) the low resolution photographs or thumbnail images of Sheridan do not correspond to the 
claimed "first transmitting portion . . . according to the distributed destination information"; and 

(4) the Scanners can not be the billing transmitting source. 

22. In response. Applicant is directed to the two Hub scenario as outlined in Fig. 6, wherein 
Hub A is now mapped to the content server and Hub B is mapped to the distribution device. 
When the requesting terminal and/or some of the designated image sharing groups are connected 
to Hub B, all the above issues associated with points (l)-(4) would become clear or resolved. 

To mature the claim language for allowance. Applicant is recommended to add the 
features of claim 8 to independent claims 1,11 and 15, and cancel claims 21-31. Applicant's 
representative is welcome to call the examiner if there is any other issues to be clarified. 
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Conclusion 

Examiner note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the references as 
applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations 
are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the 
individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from 
the applicant in preparing responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially 
teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the contest of the passage as taught by the 
prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wen-Tai Lin whose telephone number is (571)272-3969. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday(8:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on (571)272-1915. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are as follows: 
(703)872-9306 for official communications; and 
(571)273-3969 for status inquires draft communication. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Wen-Tai Lin 
April 26, 2008 
/Wen-Tai Lin/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



